HELP US BRING THE ENDANGERED WHOOPING CRANES BACK!
DID YOU KNOW…

· At five feet tall, whooping cranes are the tallest birds in North America. Their wingspan is 7-8 feet wide!
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Whoopers are most endangered of the world’s 15 crane species. There are just over 600 whooping cranes left in the world!

· Only 15 whooping cranes were left in the early 1940s.  They were almost extinct!  Today these birds are the wild Western Flock and they have slowly grown to include about 310 birds.  They migrate between Texas and northern Canada.
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Biologists became worried when all the world’s whooping cranes lived in only one place. The entire flock could have been wiped out by a storm, disease or oil spill.  The cranes have a better chance of survival if there is more than one flock.  Operation Migration is helping that new flock grow by teaching whooping crane chicks a new migration route between Wisconsin and Florida.  The chicks learn the way by following an ultralight airplane!  There are about 100 wild whooping cranes in this new Eastern Flock thanks to the efforts of Operation Migration.

· There are six chicks in the class of 2015 and the migration began on September 30th from Green Lake, Wisconsin.  The cranes will migrate over 1,200 miles before they reach their winter home in Florida.  This is the 14th year that crane chicks have been trained using ultralight aircraft. 

Whooping cranes are making a comeback but they have a long way to go!  Please help our second grade class raise money for this important cause. Every penny counts!
